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divided our children's instruction between us, if lie had lived to see them grow up.
Fa. Well, my dear, God lias otherwise ordered it; and I hope the children will have the benefit of a good instruction now, without that interruption.
Wid. Alas I sir, i perceive you do not know their case yet; and this is a remaining grief to me that I have not mentioned.
Fa. What's that, child ?
Wid. Why, sir, by his will he has appointed the old priest, whom. I named above, to be tutor to my two sons, arid has settled his estate so, that unless the trustees bring them up Roman catholics, a great deal of the estate goes from them; so that I am to be robbed of my children.
Fa. I am surprised at that. Why I never heard a word of it! And what has he done then with his two daughters ?
Wid. He has left them to me.
Fa. Did you know this before, child? Had you any discourse about it before he died ?
Wid. Yes, sir, as much as the violence of his distemper would admit; I entreated, I persuaded, I argued, as much as tears and my oppressed thoughts would allow me; for I thought my heart would have burst while I talked to him, to see his condition, whom I loved as my own soul, and to think what was to befall my children; you can hardly conceive what a time it was to me; it wounds my very spirit to look back upon it.
Eld. Sist. It was a very bitter thing, no donbt; but what said he to you ?
Wid. He begged of me not to importune him. He told me it was far from being unkindness to me, but his conscience obliged him to it, and he could not die in peace if he did not, as far as in him lay, provide for the souls of his children.